
 

 
 

Hankook on roadshow with hydrogen-powered Hyundai 

XCIENT Fuel Cell truck  
 

Tyre maker Hankook collaborates with Hyundai on the roadshow about sustainability in logistics 

organised by H2 Green Power & Logistics. For this purpose, a Hyundai XCIENT Fuel Cell, the 

vehicle manufacturer’s first hydrogen-powered truck, will be sent on its journey around Germany 

fitted with Hankook SmartFlex tyres. The tour started at the end of November and will visit the 

Hankook headquarters in Neu-Isenburg and also the new Hankook Logistics Centre in Magdeburg. 
 

Neu-Isenburg, Germany, 30th November 2021 – Premium tyre maker Hankook, along with its partners, is 

promoting the issue of sustainability and ecologically optimised supply chains with a newly launched road show. 

A Hyundai XCIENT Fuel Cell fitted with Hankook SmartFlex AH31 and DH31 tyres will make its journey 

around Germany from the November to 8th December 2021. Hankook is working with H2 Green Power & 

Logistics GmbH, a company that is dedicated to building an ecosystem for green hydrogen in the commercial 

vehicle sector. One of the plans the company is working on is to set up company filling stations. In addition a 

cooperation with H2 MOBILITY Germany ensures that public hydrogen filling stations are also available. H2 

MOBILITY is the world’s largest hydrogen filling station operator and today operates 87 of the 91 public H2 

stations in Germany alone. 

 

“Hankook has been a reliable tyre partner in the fleet sector for a long time. I am therefore delighted that the 

tyres for the Hyundai XCIENT truck have allowed us to make an important contribution towards establishing 

hydrogen-powered commercial vehicles and ultimately towards climate-neutral logistics,” says Manfred Zoni, 

Truck Sales Director at Hankook Tyres Germany. 

 

Hankook is setting clear targets such as using 100 per cent sustainable raw materials by 2050 and reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions by 50 per cent compared to 2018, as mentioned in the tyre manufacturer’s ESG report. 

The company is involved in various initiatives for corporate sustainability practices such as the UNGC (United 

Nations Global Compact) and supports environmentally friendly guidelines such as those concerning the 

production of sustainable natural rubber. 

 



 

A core element of the tyre manufacturer’s efforts for sustainable business lies in truck retreading technology. 

Hankook illustrates the advantages of this sustainable “increased life” concept by employing SmartLife 

Solutions. Hankook’s commercial vehicle tyres are designed in such a way that they can be retreaded several 

times thanks to their high-quality carcass. These features not only allow fleet companies to do good for the 

environment, but also to exploit significant economic benefits thanks to greatly increased overall mileage. 

 

“Without using hydrogen (H2) in industry and transport, which can be stored and transported, the energy 

transition is currently considered unattainable. H2 Green Power & Logistics GmbH, based in Münster and with 

a branch in Magdeburg, shows that medium-sized companies can also play a role in this enterprise. The business 

model includes a complete ecosystem for green hydrogen in commercial vehicle mobility and later also for large 

stationary customers,” says Dr Ludger Hellenthal, managing partner of H2 Green Power & Logistics GmbH. 

 

Hankook’s all-round SmartFlex AH31 (steer axle tyre) and SmartFlex DH31 (drive axle tyre) were selected for 

the road show to make sure the truck is well equipped. Commercial vehicle customers can rely on these profiles 

in particular due to their high driving safety and increased load-bearing capacity. The SmartFlex AH31 and 

SmartFlex DH31 both feature the M+S symbol and the snowflake (3PMSF) symbol, ensuring good traction 

even in surprising winter road conditions. The drive axle tyre also has a 6-rib tread pattern with 6-angled tread 

blocks. This ensures wear and tear affects the tyre more evenly, and increases the life of the tyre. Hankook-

patented self-cleaning sipes in the centre of each block prevent damage to the block edges, ensuring excellent 

traction performance throughout the tyre’s life. 
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About Hankook Tire 

 

Hankook Tire manufactures globally innovative, award winning radial tyres of proven superior quality for 

passenger cars, light trucks, SUVs, RVs, trucks, and buses as well as motorsports (circuit racing/rallies). 

 

Aspiring to bring consumers the utmost excellence in product quality, technological excellence and driving 

satisfaction, Hankook Tire continuously invests in research and development maintaining five R&D centres and 

eight production facilities around the world. Bespoke tyre solutions for the European markets as well as 

European Original Equipment according to the requirements of leading premium car manufacturers, are 

developed in the company’s regional Technical Centre in Hanover/Germany. Production for the European 

region is taking place in the state-of-the-art manufacturing site in Rácalmás/Hungary which was inaugurated in 

June 2007 and is continuously being expanded. Currently around 3,000 employees produce up to 19 million 

tyres a year for passenger cars, SUVs and light trucks. 

 

Hankook Tire’s European headquarters are located in Neu-Isenburg near Frankfurt am Main in Germany. The 

manufacturer operates further branches in Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, 

Austria, Poland, Russia, Serbia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, UK and Ukraine. Hankook products are sold directly 

through regional distributors in other local markets. Hankook Tire employs approximately 20,000 people 

worldwide and are selling their products in over 180 countries. Internationally leading car manufacturers rely 

on tyres made by Hankook for their original equipment. Approximately 34 percent of the company's global 

sales are generated within the European and CIS-Region. Hankook Tire has been represented in the renowned 

Dow Jones Sustainability Index World (DJSI World) since 2016. 

 

For more information please visit www.hankooktire-mediacenter.com or www.hankooktire.com 
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Felix Kinzer 

Director 

tel.: +49 (0) 61 02 8149 – 170 

f.kinzer@hankookreifen.de 
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